
Council Meeting Minutes 2023 1121 V.5 APPROVED  1 

 

 

Center for Spiritual Living 
Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, November 21, 2023 – 6:30 – 8:30 
CSL Olympia, Libby Road and Zoom  

 
Our Mission is to be an open, expanding, and welcoming community  

that learns, lives, and shares spiritual principles. 
Our Purpose is to reveal our wholeness and connection with all that is. 

Our Vision is to live as Love in a world of Love. 
 
 

Present: Angelina O’Connor, Teri Echterling, Kathy Gilliam, Rev. David Robinson, Laura Farris, 
Buffie Finkel, RScP 

Practitioner: Susan Einhorn, RScP 
Absent:  None 
Scribe: Tiffany Merkel 
  
The meeting, held on Zoom and in-person, was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Teri Echterling. 
 
Susan Einhorn gave the opening prayer. 
 
Buffie provided a reading on “Community in Action” from Jim Lockard’s book Creating the Beloved 
Community.  
 
A roundtable check-in followed, answering the question, “How have I been applying and living our 
Mission, Purpose & Vision Statement?” 
 

Consent Agenda  
         
Approval of Minutes  
 
Buffie motioned for the minutes from 11/7/2023 version 3 be approved. Laura seconded the motion.  
The Council carried the motion and Teri abstained as she was absent from that meeting. 
 
Approval of Financials      Rev. David 
 
Rev. David led the review of the October2023 financial report. It was noted that, following a year long 
trend of losing money each month, we finished over $2,000 in the black this month, mostly due to 
increased giving. 
 
Angelina made a motion to approve the October financial report.  Buffie seconded the motion, and the motion 
was passed by the Council. 
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Center for Spiritual Living   - Olympia 10/31/2023 

October Net Income from 
Operations 

Year to Date Net 
Income from 
Operations 

Ameritrade Investment 
Value 

$2460.68 -$23,632.85 $140,042.72 

 
  

Mobilizing Our Mission       

  
Pledge Drive update    Buffie  
 
Buffie shared the amount of money raised by the pledge drive was $174,017.60.  This doesn’t include a few 
regular pledgers we haven’t heard from yet.  Rev. David commented that his calculations were $181,000.  The 
numbers will be reviewed and finalized when the 2024 budget process is done. Last year’s pledges were about 
$170,000.   
  
Holiday/Solstice Celebration   Rev. David 
 
Since Christmas Eve falls on Sunday and we will have our regular Sunday morning service.  There may be a visit 
from Santa for the children. 
 
There will also be an evening service that will include music, a talk, and candle lighting. 
 
Based on an inquiry from the Dances of Universal Peace folks, about doing a Solstice celebration here, Rev. 
David determined that Unity is doing a solstice celebration. D.U.P. doesn’t want to compete with them. 
  
January 14th Community Meeting topics/agenda  All 
 
Discussion on the Community meeting: 
 
Buffie has worked on the yearly calendar and this can be presented at the meeting.  The calendar will be 
posted on the bulletin board. 
 
A visioning for the year. We can have a visioning for our intentions for the year as a Center. 
 
An idea was presented for “Bring a Friend” day each month or once a quarter on the first Sunday that has the 
Rap with the Rev after service. Discussion:  We will start this on the first Sunday of January and then quarterly. 
 
Dances of Universal Peace continuation  Angelina 
 
The Council discussed the last few months of having the Dances of Universal Peace.  There was discussion of 
the financial arrangement we have, which is a 50/50 split of the door.  It was suggested that perhaps there can 
be a more conscious effort for them to ask for donations.  It was mentioned that we do not run this event and 
the donation process is the decision of D.U.P. 
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Laura made a motion to continue having the Dances for Universal Peace at the Center through 2024.  Rev. 
David seconded the motion, and the Council carried the motion. 
 
Decision: The Council decided to continue to have the Dances for Universal Peace on the 3rd Sunday through 
2024. 
 
Conversation flowed into marketing of the Dances for Universal Peace.  This is not our event. We will notify 
our members but it is not our responsibility to market the event. 
 
Council discussed wanting to have some type of contract, like our room rental contract, with the leaders of the 
Dances of Universal Peace.  It was decided a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) would be appropriate. 
 
ACTION ITEM: Tiffany will draft a MOU for the Dances of Universal Peace. 
 
Marketing Team update   Angelina 
 
Angelina sent a document to Sandy and Tiffany regarding the information gathered from the marketing 
visioning.   
 
Discussion:  There was a request to include families and children in our marketing plan.  Many congregations 
are aging out. Angelina mentioned that this had been brought up and she agreed that families and youth were 
important in our marketing. 
 
Discussion of creating avatars for the audiences that we are targeting, such as Panorama residents and 
Evergreen State College students. 
 
We need some language to provide new people easy to understand information about what we believe, like 
an elevator speech. 
 
There is a book called “How to Speak Religious Science.” Teri said we will get some copies. 
 
We can share “What has Religious Science done for me?” 
 
 Rev. David has updated the language of “What We Believe and shared it with Angelina.” 
 
Angelina shared with Council that the changes that are being made to language will be brought to Council 
before having the item printed.  
 
A suggestion was to explore what similarly minded groups with a large budget are doing. 
 
Angelina is looking for copyright free pictures that have two people that are overjoyed to see each other. 
 
There are some free photos sites on the web. 
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Sandy was discussing Facebook capabilities with Angelina and there is a feature to broadcast a message to 
people in certain zip codes for a small fee.  This would have been helpful for the event with Swami 
Beyondananda. 
 
Discussion of the trigger words people have around organized religion. 
 
Suggestion that we have t-shirts, bumper stickers, stickers for water bottles and notebooks. 
 
Groundskeeper status/update   Teri 
  

Teri revised the groundskeeping contract in October.  It dropped about a third of the responsibilities and 
subsequently was reduced in monthly pay by a third.  The contract is now for $200/month.   
 
Teri asked where we were with asking the Men’s Group if they wanted to support groundskeeping. 
 
ACTION ITEM: Teri will contact Luke regarding the Men’s Group’s interest in picking up the tasks that the 
groundskeeper can no longer do. 
 
Discussion around a possible back-up for the groundskeeper for spreading ice-melt, if they cannot get a ride to 
the center this winter. 
  

Other Business 
 
Internal Financial Audit in January   Buffie 
 
There will be an internal financial audit done in early January. The Bookkeeper, Finance Committee chair and a 
member of the congregation will conduct the audit.  These people will go through our financial books and 
practices. 
 
Finance Committee Recommendation  Buffie 
 
 
The Finance Committee is recommending there be quarterly social events for the purpose of engaging our 
strong financial supporters to explore and share additional tools to support our Center and to make these 
events fun and exciting.  
 
This idea is also recommended by the Board Chairs’ Academy.  This was done with Interfaith Works. The Board 
and strong contributors come to the event and have conversations about how our how our funds are being 
used for the goals we have today, as well as additional ways people can support the Center.   
 
Conversation would be around questions such as these: Why do you support the Center; what do you think 
our goals should be going forward; would you be willing to provide more support for these goals through 
service or financially?  Strategic plans have price tags. 
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The relationship of the contributors to the cause needs to be primary. This is from the Board Chairs’ Academy. 
We need to stress that our relationship to the Mission, Purpose and Vision is primary.  What we want to have 
is a welcoming community that learns, lives, and shares spiritual principles that works for everyone in the 
community. 
 
These events would be held in private homes and be fun, engaging, and informative. 
 
Additional support tools could be discussed like Required Retirement Disbursements, or Legacy information 
for how to leave the Center money, stocks or other things of value.  We could even have third party financial 
advisors come to talk about these things. 
 
The Council agreed to move forward with this idea. 
 
Nominating Committee    Teri 
 
The nominating committee will be Kathy, Laura, Rev. David and two Community members.  Discussion of 
requirements to be on Nominating Committee and also to be on Council. These requirements are spelled out 
in the Bylaws. 
 
ACTION ITEM: Tiffany will send the Council application to the Council. 
 

Calendar Review  

         
12/3 Rap with the Rev  
12/9 Deepening with the Divine 
12/17 Dances of Universal Peace 
12/26 & 27 Rev. David on vacation (Dec 26-29) 

  
Susan provided the closing prayer. 
 
Teri adjourned the meeting at 8:45 pm. 
  

Next meeting Tuesday, Dec. 5th, 2023, 6:30-8:30 pm. 
 

Parking Lot 
Legacy Circle 
Policy & Procedure changes/updates 
 Include an employee handbook 
Retirement plan 

 


