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Center for Spiritual Living 
Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday June 20, 2023 – 6:30 pm– 8:30 pm 
CSL Olympia And Zoom 

 
Our Mission is to be an open, expanding, and welcoming community that learns,  

lives, and shares spiritual principles. 
Our Purpose is to reveal our wholeness and connection with all that is. 

Our Vision is to live as Love in a world of Love. 
 

Present: Angelina O’Connor, Teri Echterling, Kathy Gilliam, Rev. David Robinson, Beth Thompson 
Practitioner: None 
Absent:  Laura Farris, Buffie Finkel, RScP 
Scribe: Tiffany Merkel 
  
The meeting, held on Zoom and in-person, was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Teri Echterling. 
 
Rev. David gave the opening prayer. 
 
Beth read from The Conscious Parent & The Awakened Family both by Shefali Tsabary. 
 
A roundtable check-in followed, answering the question, “How have I been applying and living our 
Mission, Purpose & Vision Statement?” 
 

Consent Agenda  
         
Approval of Minutes  
 
Tiffany had not been able to finish the minutes from June 6th.  They will be reviewed by email or at the 
next meeting. 
 
Approval of Financials      Rev. David 
 
Rev. David led the review of the May financial report. 
 
Pledged income is 90 % of the projected budget.  
 
The investment account increased by just over $27,000 this month. 
 
Kathy made a motion to approve the May 2023 financial report. Angelina seconded the motion, and 
the motion was passed by the Council members present. 
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Center for Spiritual Living   - Olympia 5/31/2023 

May Net Income from 
Operations 

Year to Date Net 
Income from 
Operations 

Ameritrade Investment 
Value 

-$1793.85 -$12,515.63 $134,753.47 

 

Mobilizing Our Mission          
 
Benevolence Fund   Rev. David 
 
The goal would be to create a fund with reserves to support members in need. Donations to the fund 
will be tax deductible. 
 
 A three-person committee will manage the fund. 
 
The finance committee wants to move this out of the Parking Lot and into active discussion. 
 
Marlisa’s sister is involved with a church that has a benevolence fund. We may be able to get 
information from her on working guidelines. 
 
Donations to the Benevolence Fund are tax deductible.  Donations directly to individuals, not the fund, 
are not tax deductible.   
 
We will want to bring this to the community to share information about having a Benevolence Fund 
and get buy in on the idea. At the July community meeting we will pose the idea and in the September 
community meeting get into more detail and feedback. 
 
Newsletter Update   Rev. David 
 
Sandy will completely take over the newsletter. Karyn has resigned from the newsletter.  It might cost 
a little more this month while Sandy sets up the newsletter. Sandy thinks she will be able to keep the 
cost at $100 or below each month after the first month. 
 
Question: Have we ever thought about selling advertising in the Monthly Newsletter.  Apparently, that 
was done a while ago and discontinued. It is something we can revisit later. 
 
Closing Responsibilities  Teri 
 
Closing duties were not in Darshan’s contract but he has been doing it. It can be put in the contract for 
Darshan to close the building at 1pm on Sundays. He should arrive at 12:30 pm to close the building 
unless there are after service activities or events. 
 
A closer is needed for special events and events on days other than Sunday. 
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Current people able to close are the Libby Road partners, Rev. David, Darshan, and Shani.  
 
Reunion Celebration Debrief  Angelina 
 
A few expenses have not been included yet.  We do not have an invoice yet for the kids’ activities. 
 
Angelina did not include the cost of food that was not eaten.  Those items can be kept until another 
event. 
  
The budget was $1500.  The event came in under that amount. 
 
When the final expenses are tallied, Angelina will send the financial report to Tiffany and Denny to file. 
 
It is estimated 50-70 people attended the event. 
 
Email program update  Rev. David 
 
Sandy has been working to set up a new email program for the Center.  The program is Mailer Lite.  
This program will cost $108 a year. 
 
Interfaith Works delegate  Kathy 
  
Kathy has been the delegate for Interfaith Works and is looking for the next person to take it on. 
 
Interfaith Works is having their annual Garden Party here at CSL on Aug 12th from 5 pm-10pm. 
 
Holistic Fair     Teri & Tiffany  
 
Kathy suggested that the Holistic Fair have a page on the website  
 
Sandy has created a meme. Teri will update documents with the new graphics. 
 
Teri mentioned we do need a few more people to help with the preparations before the event.  
 
Beth mentioned that there is a fair this weekend that is a 2-day event at the Seven Gables in Olympia. 
She would be willing to go to it and take fliers to hand out to vendors there. 
 
Staff Job Descriptions   Teri 
 
Sam has been cautious about doing too much so he does not go over budget. The contract will be 
updated to clarify job responsibilities and payment. Let’s go back to Sam and get an estimate for what 
he thinks will be needed to do the work.  His eval will be held soon so Laura will discuss this with Sam. 
There was discussion with resolution to discuss with Sam what he thinks the monthly cost will be. 
 
Procedures for Supply purchases  Buffie 
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Mark has purchased supplies before, but we need to know whose job it is to do this. Discussion with 
decision to place a list on a clip board in the kitchen, either inside a drawer or cabinet. Hospitality and 
custodial will put their supply needs on the list and designate it as Hospitality or Custodial to make sure 
the cost is taken from the right budget. 
 
The list can then be checked and purchases made by Rev David. He has the Center’s debit card and 
goes to Costco at least once a month. 
 
Community Meeting   All 
 
Agenda: Finances, Youth, Introduce Benevolence Fund idea 
 
Introduce the Visioning for where we want to go from here, at the September community meeting, 
and have the visioning in October/November. 
 
 The visioning will need to be on a separate day, such as a Saturday.  
 
Do a September Newsletter article on the Visioning. 
 
Volunteers for events   Teri 
 
Teri also wanted to bring up the need for volunteers for events. 
 
Kathy shared that the Reunion event started with 10-12 volunteers but ended up with only about 5 
people.  In the future, we may want to start cancelling events if we don’t have enough volunteers. 
 
Financial Audit 
 
Denny talked to Craig Francis and he is interested in working on the financial audit. 
 

Calendar review          
 7/9 – Community Meeting 
 Summer Vacations 

• Council members shared the dates they would be out of town for meetings or on 
vacation during the summer. 

      

Next meeting Monday, July 3, 2023, 6:30-8:30pm  
 
Rev. David provided the closing prayer. 
 
Teri adjourned the meeting at 9:00 pm 
 

Parking Lot 
Connecting Pledgers event. This item was dropped from the Parking lot. 
Legacy Circle 
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Policy & Procedure changes/updates 
 Include an employee handbook 
Retirement plan 
Financial Audit 
 


