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Center for Spiritual Living 
Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday July 18, 2023 – 6:30 pm– 8:30 pm 
CSL Olympia And Zoom 

 
Our Mission is to be an open, expanding, and welcoming community that learns,  

lives, and shares spiritual principles. 
Our Purpose is to reveal our wholeness and connection with all that is. 

Our Vision is to live as Love in a world of Love. 
 

Present: Angelina O’Connor, Teri Echterling, Kathy Gilliam, Rev. David Robinson, Beth Thompson, 
Laura Farris, Buffie Finkel, RScP 

Practitioner: Tim Robinson, RScP 
Absent:  None 
Scribe: Tiffany Merkel 
  
The meeting, held on Zoom and in-person, was called to order at 6:35 p.m. by Teri Echterling. 
 
Tim Robinson gave the opening prayer. 
 
Teri read from the July 2023 SOM magazine, “Big Decisions.” 
 
A roundtable check-in followed, answering the question, “How have I been applying and living our 
Mission, Purpose & Vision Statement?” 

 

Consent Agenda  
         
Approval of Minutes  
 
Buffie made a motion to approve the July 3, 2023, Minutes Version 3. Laura seconded the motion, and 
the motion was passed by the Council. 
 
 
Approval of Financials      Rev. David 
 
Rev. David led the review of the June financial report. 
 
Pledged income is 92 % of the projected budget.  
 
The investment account increased by about $15,000 this month. 
Currently the Center is operating in the red and we have transferred money from savings to cover 
expenses. 
 
There were several unexpected expenses this year, notably the repair for the parking area which cost a 
little over $4,000, the Reunion event cost of $1,200, and $1,600 respectively for the EIDL loan interest 
repayment and about $1500 for additional educational funds for training and conferences.  
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An inventory will be done on the equipment to get a more accurate number on the budget 
 
The Men’s Circle has formed and may want to start an account.  The Women’s Circle and Youth already 
have accounts that are held as separate line items under the umbrella of the Center. 
 
Question and discussion: Do we have a policy and procedure for Thank you notes for donations? Is 
there a certain dollar amount that triggers when we send a Thank You note? Discussed the current 
correspondence between Marlisa, the bookkeeper, and Rev. David and the Council, when there have 
been large donations. Thank You notes have been signed by Rev. David and/or Council members and 
this practice will continue. A set amount for sending a Thank You note was not decided.  
 
Angelina made a motion to approve the June 2023 financial report. Buffie seconded the motion, and 
the motion was passed by the Council. 
 

Center for Spiritual Living   - Olympia 6/30/2023 

June Net Income from 
Operations 

Year to Date Net 
Income from 
Operations 

Ameritrade Investment 
Value 

-$1,894.72 -$14,399.91 $149,756.13 

 
 

 

Mobilizing Our Mission 
          
Budget Review Debrief   Rev. David/Buffie 
 
There was a discussion in the Finance Committee about fundraising events linked to local businesses.  An 
example was that some businesses will give a percentage of their profits on a set day or during specific hours 
on a day.  Maybe the Pizza and Participation event could be worked out to have donated or reduced-price 
pizza.  
 
Laura suggested that we remind people about the programs at Fred Meyer and Thriftway that contribute to 
the Center when people sign up for shopping/discount cards and use them at the checkout. 
 
The number of people that have left the Center is about equal to the number that have joined, keeping our 
pledged amount the same. 
 
Our expected shortfall this year was $4,800. We are currently looking at a little over $7,000 shortfall. 
 
We have a better understanding of our expenses in the new home now that we have 9 months of data.  Our 
rent is a little less than it was at NOVA, but almost everything else in a new expense. In addition, we have had 
a one-time expense for the parking lot repair. 
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The question was raised to consider if we can afford to stay in the new building.   We will need more members 
and fund raising. To accomplish that, we need to ramp up our visibility in the community. 
 
Concern was expressed about raises for the staff. The idea was proposed to have a fundraiser for staff 
bonuses or a holiday bonus at Christmas. Rev. David said he would notify staff about the current financial 
conditions and our intentions around raises. 
 
CSL Olympia has an investment account that was started with a sizable donation of stock and a stock option by 
a member. This investment account’s value is dependent on the stock market and has gained and lost value. 
Its current value is about $149,000. 
 
A question was raised: what is the purpose of the investment account?  Discussion on how money is intended 
to be used and if there were expectations about the use of the investment account by the donor of the initial 
investment. Rev. David said he would talk with that donor. 
 
Added later in the meeting: We will ask Denny and then the Finance Committee about the expected use of the 
Investment fund. 
 
Angelina would like to see a bar chart with donor amounts, no names. Standard churches have about 20% of 
the members donating 80% of the income.  Rev. David shared that our numbers are closer to 30% of the 
members providing 70% of the support for the Center. 
 
Staff Evaluations debrief   Laura 
 
There were two staff evaluations done.  These were for the new employees for groundskeeper and custodian.  
 
ACTION ITEM: Beth will scan the evaluations and send them to Tiffany for electronic files and Marlisa for 
payroll. 
 
Closing Responsibilities Part III – The List  Teri 
  
Kathy will be the closer for the Memorial service on 7/29/2023. 
Kathy will be the closer for the picnic on 8/27/2023. 
Angelina will close the Center after the Dance on 7/30/2023. 
Buffie will be the Closer on 8/20/2023. 
Darshan’s responsibilities do not include closing. 
 
Holistic Fair    Teri & Tiffany  
 
Teri shared that the 2019 banner is not reusable.  The cost of a new banner would be about $800. Design 
changes were suggested for the new banner.  The Banner would feature our Center logo, the date would be 
listed as the second Saturday in October each year and sponsors would be removable and changeable 
attachments on the banner. CSL could be put on one side of the banner and Sponsors on the other side. 
 
 A revised expected income for the Holistic fair is $2500 based on an estimated 20 vendors.  The original 
budget was $4,000.  This will be only our second Holistic fair and the first at our Center.  
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This year we need to establish the event, even if there isn’t as much income. 
 
Displaying the banner in Olympia, instead of Lacey, could be scheduled for October 2024 in Olympia.  The 
Olympia banner schedule is booked bout a year in advance. 
 
 We need to look into free ads with Newspapers, radio, social media. 
 
Other Business 

• Picnic:   We need kitchen help for the potluck and grilling picnic. 
It will be BYO Chair and table service.  It was mentioned that we do have 200 paper plates and Barb Y. 
has some plastic utensils that she will donate. (Who will ask her?) 

 

• Bulletin boards:  Discussion about what we had discussed at the last meeting and clarification about 
use of the middle wall bulletin board.  This bulletin board will be used for class sign-ups and Council 
meeting minutes.  We had tried having service team sign-ups there but found it worked better to have 
those sign-ups on the large round table at the front of the Fellowship Hall so people can walk around 
the table to view the information. Bulletin board near the door and on the middle wall is for the 
Center.  The back bulletin board will be more of a community board with non-CSL events, and services 
offered by members in the community. 
 

• Mailing Address: The Center’s mailing address will be changing.  The postal store where our mail box is 
rented is closing in October.  Marlisa is looking for a new location.  The cost will likely be more than we 
are currently are paying. 
 

Calendar review  
        
 8/1 9 a.m. Tune In Tuesday 
 8/20 World Peace Meditation (soon to be renamed Peace Meditation) 
 8/27 CSLO Picnic 
 Summer Vacations 
 Buffie 7/25-8/17 
 Laura 8/9-8/15 
 8/7-8/15 Rev. David at SOAR 

  
Tim Robinson provided the closing prayer. 
 
Teri adjourned the meeting at 8:30 pm 
  

Next meeting August 1, 2023, 6:30-8:30 pm 
 

Parking Lot 
Legacy Circle 
Policy & Procedure changes/updates 
 Include an employee handbook 
Retirement plan 
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Financial Audit 


