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Center for Spiritual Living 
Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday May 9, 2023 – 6:30 – 8:30 
Held on Zoom 

Our Mission is to be an open, expanding, and welcoming community that learns,  
lives, and shares spiritual principles. 

Our Purpose is to reveal our wholeness and connection with all that is. 
Our Vision is to live as Love in a world of Love. 

 

Present: Buffie Finkel, RScP, Angelina O’Connor, Laura Farris, Teri Echterling, Kathy Gilliam 
Practitioner: Sylvia Schroeder, RScP 
Absent:  Rev. David Robinson 
Scribe: Tiffany Merkel 
  
The meeting, held on Zoom, was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Teri Echterling. 
 
Sylvia gave the opening prayer. 
 
Buffie read from “You Can Heal Your Life.” 
  
A roundtable check-in followed, answering the question, “How have I been applying and living our 
Mission, Purpose & Vision Statement?” 
          

Consent Agenda  
         
Approval of Minutes  
 
Buffie made the motion to approve the April 18th minutes as they have been amended in Version 4.  
Angelina seconded the motion. The council voted to approve the minutes as amended. Laura abstained 
from the vote. 
 

 
Mobilizing Our Mission 
 
Member Meeting -Bylaws Change/Community Meeting  All 
 
Discussion of how to do the presentation of the Bylaws update in the Member Meeting. 

• Have the bylaws old language and new language side-by-side on screen at the meeting. 

• Have a list of members to check off so we know that we have a quorum (minimum 23/45 members) 
and if we have enough votes to approve the bylaws change (51% of members present).  Tiffany will 
bring the lists to the meeting.  

• Tiffany will bring her computer to the meeting to be able to see the Zoom group. 

• Laura will check with Shani to make sure we have AV for the meeting. 

• Ask Members voting for this motion to stand. 
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Discussion of Community Meeting Topics 

• June 10th Welcome home 
o Committee will do the report - Kathy and Fritz 
o Have specific jobs listed so people can volunteer for a task. 
o Provide sign-up sheets for volunteers 

 

• Summer picnic - Buffie 
o Change date to August 27th after Sunday service 

 

• Pizza and Participation - Jenn if she is back 
o September 17th 

 

• Holistic fair Tiffany or Kathy 
o Oct 14th, 10 am -4pm 

 

• CSL Seattle Annual Retreat at Seabeck 
o Aug 20-26th 

 

• CSL Financial report 
 
Reunion/Open House Update   Angelina & Kathy  
 
 Christi, Denny and Susan Einhorn are doing the history of CSL Olympia 
 Decorating committee will work with this group to see how the history will be displayed 
 
 There will be a game of Bingo with the history. 
  
 Budget has been created and will be up for approval. 
 
 Hire Darshan to clean afterward 
 
 Ceremony will be about 40 min – Rev David will do this 
 
 Snacks - finger foods, beer and wine 
   Banquet Permit so Alcohol can be served. 
 
 Music – Brent and Amy 
 
 Shuttle drivers 
  Larry and Beth will be shuttle drivers, we need more. 
  
 Sequoia 
  Jenn is the contact, but she is not available right now. 
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  Someone needs to contact Sequoia, Laura is posting the phone number for Kathy. 
  
 Schedule of the event 
  Social time 
  Ceremony 
  Game and social time with food and wine 
 
Activities for members proposal   Angelina     
 
 Discussion on request for holding social and outdoors activities for members.   
 
 We have a lot of things going on this summer. 
 

People could do informal events together.  
 
There is the proposal process available for events, if someone wants to have a CSL Olympia sponsored 
event.  

 
Center Rental Agreement   All 
 
 Cleaning fee – Do we need a flat fee instead of a per hour quote but no quote of min-max. 
 
 $25 Cleaning fee fellowship hall 
 $50 Cleaning for Sanctuary and fellowship hall 
 $75 Cleaning fee if food is provided in fellowship hall 
  
 Dish towels are not furnished.  Create a list for what we are not providing that renter must furnish. 
 
 Members do not have a separate fee schedule but the Center may decide to waive any or all fees. 
 
  
Groundskeeping concern   Beth  
  

Clarification that the greens bins were not in his contract but Fritz will move bins to the curb and back.   
 
Individual members should come to council with any concerns of employees so that Council can review 
the contract and manage work requests.  

 
Drone video suggestion   Teri  
 
 It would be nice to have a drone view of our building. 
 
 Buffie’s son is a drone enthusiast and also a photographer.  She can talk to him about it. 
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Holistic Fair      Teri & Tiffany 
 
 Tasks and teams have been identified.  We will populate teams with people. 
 
 Beth will do marketing; a team could form to support her and this task. 
 

The pizza and participation event is 3 weeks prior to the holistic fair and will be a great time to as for 
volunteers. 

 
Kathy contacted Camille and there is lots of information available.  Camille is going to discuss with 
Kathy what worked and what didn’t. 
 
Time of fair is 10am -4pm, estimating about an hour before and after for set-up and teardown.   
 
People can sign -up for 2-hour shifts. 

 
 
Brochures       Angelina  
          
 Angelina sent out brochures that were updated.  Kathy has some edits she will share with Angelina. 
 
 Publisher was used for the brochures. 
 
 Do we want business cards?  The ones that we have include a little map for the old address on the back. 
 

Thank you notes       Teri 
 

Teri would like to send thank you notes to guest speakers. Buffie has some with a drawing of 
the Center.  Buffie will bring to Sunday service for signatures.  

 
Added topics -   
 
What are the criteria for deciding if an event is hosted or sponsored?   
 

Open to public or just our attendees/members 
We do have a proposal form.   
Rev. David is the signer for the rental contracts. 
This will need to be discussed when rev. David returns. 
Events should tie to mission, purpose and vision. 
 
Discussion on dance event, youth guest speaker and Mr. Wurm’s presentation he gave for NOC 
as some that have been mentioned. 
 

Sign at road in front of Center 
 
Buffie showed a drawing of the signage that is planned for the front of the Center.   
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Calendar review        
  
4/10 – 5/19 – Rev. David Sabbatical 
 5/21 – Community Meeting 
 5/21 – World Peace Meditation 
 6/1 – Core Council Retreat 
  

Parking Lot 
 
Connecting Pledgers event 
Legacy Circle, Benevolence Fund 
Policy & Procedure changes/updates 
 Include an employee handbook 
Retirement plan 
Financial Audit 
     
  

Next meeting May 23, 2023, from 6:30 pm-8:30 pm 
 

Sylvia did the closing prayer. 
 
Teri adjourned the meeting at 8:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tiffany Merkel, Scribe  

 
 


