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Center for Spiritual Living 
Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday Feb 20, 2023 – 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
On Zoom  

 
Our Mission is to be an open, expanding, and welcoming community that learns, lives, and 

shares spiritual principles. 
Our Purpose is to reveal our wholeness and connection with all that is. 

Our Vision is to live as Love in a world of Love. 
 

 
Present: Lorrie Chase, Laura Farris, Beth Thompson, Teri Echterling, Marlisa Johnson (Ex 

officio), Buffie Finkel, RScP, Rev David Robinson 
Practitioner: Sylvia Schroeder 
Absent:  none 
Scribe: Tiffany Merkel 
 
The meeting, held at CSL Olympia and on Zoom was called to order at 6:30 p.m., by Buffie 
Finkel, Council President. 
 
An opening prayer was given by Sylvia. 
 
Beth read the Kahuna Prayer. 
 
A roundtable check-in followed, answering the question, “How have I been applying and living our 
Mission, Purpose & Vision Statement?” 
 

Consent Agenda       

 
Approval of Minutes  

 
Due to Tiffany’s illness the transcription of minutes was not completed. 

 
Approval of financials      Rev. David & Marlisa 
 
Marlisa updated the 2022 year-end financials.  There was a duplicate entry in the deposits for 
$3800.  The year-end total was -$1788. The duplicate entry was discovered after profit sharing 
and therefore the end of year total was -$2408 after profit sharing of 33% with Rev. David.  The 
amount of the profit sharing was $670 and 10% has already been tithed back to the Center. 
 
The Financial committee made a recommendation to the Council: 

The Finance Committee (with Rev. David abstaining from the vote) recommends to the 
Core Council that the profit sharing that was paid to Rev. David in error after 
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correcting the bookkeeping mistake in the December financials, be regarded as a 
bonus to Rev. David for 2022. 

 
Laura made a motion to approve the recommendation of the Finance committee. Beth 
seconded the motion, and the motion was passed by the committee.  Rev. David abstained 
from the vote. 

  
 
The year-end total was -$2458 but this is still better than the predicted end of year total from 
the budget, -$23,745.  Much of this was due to not having costs associated with being in the 
new home for most of the year. 
 
January 2023 financial report:   
 
Good news about our TD Ameritrade account, the total went from $56,000 in December to 
$73,000 in January. 
  
 $5,000 was move from the money market to the checking account to cover the expenses for 
the month with an ending balance of $1,600. 
 
Contribution income is at 87% of budgeted amount, and pledged donations are at 88% of the 
budgeted amount.  The Center is at 92% of the budgeted income. 
 
Teri made the motion to approve the January 2023 financials as presented.  Lorrie seconded 
the motion and the Council passed the motion. 
 
 

Center for Spiritual Living   - Olympia 1/31/2023 

January Net Income from 
Operations 

Year to Date Net 
Income from 
Operations 

Ameritrade Investment 
Value 

-$3,680 -$3,680 $73,408.43 

 
 
Question: Is there a line item for the open house on June 10th?  A suggestion was made to put 
this item before the Finance committee because it will likely be more than the $500 that 
Council can approve. 
 
Finance Committee Recommendation: 

The Finance Committee recommends that Core Council approve moving $10,000 from 
our money market account to TD Ameritrade for the purpose of investing it in shares 
of AGNC, with all (monthly) dividends being automatically reinvested in additional 
shares. 
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Discussion on what AGNC does. 

Rev David made the motion to approve the recommendation of the Finance Committee for 
moving $10,000 from our money market account to TD Ameritrade for the purpose of investing 
it in shares of AGNC, with all (monthly) dividends being automatically reinvested in additional 
shares. 

Teri seconded the motion. Lorrie abstained and none were opposed.  The motion was passed 
by the Council. 

Resource Report (People & Money)        
 
Nominating Committee      
 
No report from Nominating committee. 
 
Sabbatical update       Teri 

 
Teri sent out an updated sabbatical calendar.  There was discussion of duties for each week.  
 
Teri has volunteered for the blue boxes on the calendar. 
 
On Wednesday and Saturday during the week, someone will contact the guest speaker.  Duties are 
outlined on the calendar.  Also, a lunch invitation for speakers may be extended.  The Center is not 
paying for the lunch.    
 
The first week volunteer is Laura for April 12th to connect with Don Beaty. 
Rev David will be around April 19th for Rev. Bonnie and Andy in the second week. 
The third week, April 26th, Beth will volunteer for Rev. Michael). 
Laura will take the 4th week, May 3rd, (speaker is unknown at this time. 
Beth will take May 9th when Buffie is speaking. 
 
When Buffie is a Sunday practitioner, Teri will be the MC. 
 

Mobilizing Our Mission         

 
NOC Update   
 
Question for the Council:  If someone wants to host a larger dinner party would it be possible to use 
the Center.  Discussion followed. General agreement is that for this year, the Center will not be an 
option for members to use for NOC events. 
 
Recommendation to bring a non-CSL friend to the dinner.  It’s a great way to meet CSL members 
outside of the service. 
 
Membership Process Update 
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Discussion on introducing new members at the service. Shall we announce new members at the annual 
meeting? The Annual meeting in March will be too soon.   There will be a two-hour membership class 
that will be held later this Spring. There are people in the current Spiritual Principles and Practices class 
that may have an interest in joining.  There are a few more class certificates to distribute, too. 
 
Rental packet update 
 
Photos of the center are needed for the rental packet. 
Unity of Seattle’s website was suggested as an example. 

 
  

Decisions to be Made         
  
Donation box location 
 
There isn’t room on the practitioners’ table, which is where Council had discussed putting the donation 
box. A suggestion was made to put the box on the small table on the left as you walk into the 
sanctuary. 
 
A donation box will need to be created. 
 
Annual Meeting Agenda 
 
Buffie shared a draft agenda for the Annual meeting for discussion. 
 
Voting by acclaim may not be inclusive of our Zoom attendees.  A show of hands might be better. 
 
A potluck lunch was suggested. 

 
Ratifying the Evaluation Process   Laura 
 

There are two main changes.  One is to have the staff evaluations in May.  The second is to collaborate 
with the Finance committee on raises for staff. 
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Buffie read the Evaluation/Raise Procedure as of 2-20-2023 and made changes to language as 
discussed by the Council. 
 
Discussion on if the minister’s benefits and profit-sharing history should be considered when deciding 
on raises.  Profit sharing isn’t guaranteed and only occurs when the Center has a profit, and it is only 
33% of the profit.  Benefits may be considered compensation, but not profit sharing. You can’t budget 
profit sharing.  General consensus is to remove the profit sharing as a consideration for a raise but 
keep the benefit history in the procedure. 
 
The Minister’s review should be tailored to the position and the evaluation will be different than the 
standard staff evaluation. 
 
 The Council was in agreement to include the updated evaluation process in the Policies and 
Procedures. 
 
 Buffie will also send the finalized document to Tiffany to go into the Google drive. 

 
Council Learning Opportunity        
   

Calendar review          
 
2/20-2/25 David in Phoenix 
2/20 Announce Annual Meeting via Email? 
2/21-23 Vista Convention  
2/27 Practitioner meeting 

 

Parking Lot 
 
Connecting Pledgers event 
Legacy Circle, Benevolence Fund 
Policy & Procedure changes/updates 
 Include an employee handbook 
Minister’s Retirement plan 

 

Next meeting – March 6, 2023, 6:30pm-8:30 pm 
 
Sylvia gave the closing prayer.  
 
Buffie adjourned the meeting at 8:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tiffany Merkel, Scribe  


