
Council Meeting Minutes 2023 0109.V2 Approved  1 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Center for Spiritual Living 
Council Meeting Minutes 
Monday, January 9, 2023 

6:30pm – 8:30pm 
CSL Olympia and Zoom 

 
Our Mission is to be an open, expanding, and welcoming community that learns, lives, and 

shares spiritual principles. 
Our Purpose is to reveal our wholeness and connection with all that is. 

Our Vision is to live as Love in a world of Love. 
 

Present: Rev. David Robinson, Buffie Finkel, RScP, Lorrie Chase, Laura Farris, Beth 
Thompson, Teri Echterling, Marlisa Johnson (Ex officio) 

Practitioner: Tim Robinson, RScP 
Absent:  None 
Scribe: Tiffany Merkel 
 
The meeting, held on Zoom, was called to order at 6:40 p.m.  

 
An opening prayer was given by Tim Robinson, RScP. 
 
Buffie did a reading from Richard Rohr. 

 
A roundtable check-in followed, answering the question, “How have I been applying and living our 
Mission, Purpose & Vision Statement?” 
 

Consent Agenda            

 
Approval of Financials from November 2022 
 
Financials for November 2022 were reviewed at the December 19, 2022 Council Meeting.  
 
Rev. David made a motion to approve the November 2022 financial report. Lorrie seconded the 
motion, and the motion was carried by the council.  Buffie recused herself from the vote, 
having been absent from the December 19th Council Meeting. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Meeting minutes from December19th Council meeting.  Corrections were submitted by email.  
Teri also found an additional correction this evening. 
 
Laura made the motion to accept the Dec 19, 2022 minutes as corrected. Beth seconded the 
motion, and the motion was carried by the council. 
 

Resource Report (People & Money)        
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First review of Sabbatical Tasks and Jobs Calendar 

 
Buffie provided a calendar of activities that will need to be picked up by Council members, staff 
and Practitioners during Rev David’s sabbatical this Spring.   
 
Discussion of activities by Council. 
 
Marlisa offered that she was also going to be absent from April 17th -29th and she will make sure 
that checks are ready for the speakers and musicians. 
 
Rev. David mentioned he also provides Sandy Dell with quotes on Sunday evening for posting 
on Facebook. 
 
Buffie suggested we invite guest speakers to lunch after the Sunday service.  Also, some 
speakers may need transportation to and from the airport. 

 
Planning for Johanna Beekman concert (parking, seating, volunteers, etc.) 

 
The Kirtan is scheduled for January 29th. Johanna Beekman is very well known in the chanting 
community.  We will need to be prepared for a large number of attendees.  
 
We will need volunteers to direct attendees to parking both here and at Sequoia school. We 
will need to request that the gate at the Sequoia school remain open until 3:30 pm that day. 
 
We may need to extend seating into the fellowship hall. 
 
Marlisa asked for help taking money at the door. Ross Echterling was designated for this task. 
 
Suggestions were made to put a map to the parking at Sequoia in the eNews and the Sunday 
slides. 
 
We will need a “Lot Full” sandwich sign and another sign at the entrance to Sequoia’s overflow 
parking. Volunteers will be needed to flag people in to the lot at Sequoia and to be in the lot at 
the Center. 
 
Providing info to Bookkeeper 

 
Marlisa requested to be notified when a new employee signs their contract so that she can 
have all the paperwork for taxes and payroll ready for them. 
 
Discussion of having a locking file cabinet at the Center.  Tiffany can set the files up and Beth, as 
the Council Secretary will place the paper files in the file cabinet. 
 
ACTION ITEM: Rev David will look for a fire-proof safe and report back to Council with options 
and pricing. 
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Mobilizing Our Mission 
 
Custodian and Groundskeeper (job descriptions, liaisons, and contracts) 
 
Discussion about who will be the liaisons between the groundskeeper and custodian positions and CSL 
Olympia.  
 
Darshan will report to Buffie and she will be the liaison to the council. Fritz will report to Denny and 
Denny will provide information of worksite issues to Laura. Laura will be the liaison to the Council. 
  
Soup-er Bowl 
 
Rev David provided a description of the Soup-er Bowl challenge that CSL Seattle and CSL Denver had 
taken part in.  The challenge is a contest to see which Center can collect the most canned food for a 
food bank.   
 
Rev. David asked council if CSL Olympia should do a campaign to gather canned goods.  Thurston 
County Food Bank would be the recipient of the goods gathered. 
 
 Laura made the motion that CSL Olympia participate in the Soup-er Bowl.  Teri seconded the motion 
and the Council passed the motion. 
  
New Banner for building 
  

Rev. David suggested that we get a banner to have the Sundy service time on a banner in front of the 
building. Discussion by the council resulted in an action item. 
 
ACTION ITEM:  Rev David will look into the cost of a banner and report back to the Council.  

      

Decisions to be Made         

  
Community meeting agenda-Review Visioning 

 
The council did a brief overview of the Visioning responses provided by the community.  Council will 
continue with a more in-depth review of the Visioning responses.  There isn’t enough time to do this 
review prior to the coming Community Meeting, therefore this will not be a topic for the meeting. 
 
Our community is needing more volunteers for service teams. “It takes a village” is a message that will 
be shared at the Community meeting.  The value of service will be discussed. 
 
In addition to the Volunteer program, the Community meeting will cover the calendar for the next six 
months which includes the Center’s grand opening and Rev. David’s sabbatical. 
 
An overview of the 2022 year end budget will also be briefly covered.  More detail will be provided at 
the Annual meeting in March. 
 
Discussion of two services policy 
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What is our tipping point for adding a second service at the Center? Discussion of capacity.  When we 
reach 75 people attending services on a regular basis we may have reason to add a second service. 
 
Teri made the suggestion of trying seating in a chevron shape, so that attendees are facing the podium 
where Rev. David presents his talks. 
 
If there is a second service it would be at 9am.  Discussion about types of services we can have.  With 
the additional cost of staff for a second service as a consideration, a silent service may be an option. 
Some Centers do a quiet service for their early service, which means that music is not a part of the 
service. Music is provided at the later service of the morning. 
 
Another option would be to expand services to Wednesday evening. 
 

Council Learning Opportunity         
  

Calendar review   
     
 1/9 21 Day Money Keys class starts 
 1/15 – Community Meeting 
 1/15 – Peace Meditation 
 1/16 - Finance Committee 
 1/21  - Women’s Circle 
 1/23 – Council Meeting 
 1/29 – Johanna Beekman Kirtan 

  

Parking Lot 
 
Legacy Circle 
Policy & Procedure changes/updates 
Employee handbook 
 
 

Next meeting – January 23, 2023, 6:30pm-8:30 pm by Zoom. 

  
Tim Robinson, RScP gave the closing prayer.  
 
Buffie adjourned the meeting at 8:35 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tiffany Merkel, Scribe   


