
Sunday MorningsSunday Mornings  
Zoom: 789 699 326 

Meditation: 10:45 a.m. 
Service: 11 a.m. 

  

Senior MinisterSenior Minister  
Rev. David Robinson 

  WelcomeWelcome 
  

 

 

to the dog days of summer. Here in the beautiful Pacific 

Northwest, August is usually the hottest month. It’s the 

month when chili peppers finally ripen and months of 

gardening come to fruition. And, I am grateful to have 

air conditioning.   

 This month, we explore Living Everyday Wonder as 
it relates to nature. CSL’s Spiritual Director, Dr. Edward 
Viljoen reminds us: “It is important to cultivate a sense 
of wonder and interest wherever we are and appreciate 
the everyday experiences of play, creativity, emotions, 
having a physical body, relationships, nature, work, 
finances, home, and community. 
 Awe and wonder are present in modest, ordinary 
things. With a bit of practice and creativity, seeing the 
world with curiosity becomes a natural and eventually 
permanent part of our worldview.” 
 As we relax into mid-summer and see the harvest 
season on the horizon, let us relax a bit and see our 
world through the eyes of wonder and curiosity. These 
are the childlike qualities that expand us beyond our 
proper adult need to be right, correct, and proper. (Try 
saying that with a British accent for greater effect.)  
 Let us look at the natural world around us through 
eyes of curiosity and wonder. Let us set aside 
viewpoints of resources and making profits. Let us set 
aside fear and panic that the world is going to end  
which has been regularly predicted for over 2,000 
years. Let us not get lost in trying to fix the world, or 
ignore all that is happening. Instead, just be present 
with nature as it is. Think of being present with 
someone you love deeply and just enjoy being with 
them.  
 Many people experience deep moments being 
inspired by nature. Let us simply, lovingly, wonderingly 
BE with nature.                                       ~  Rev. David 

“Forget not that the earth 
delights to feel your bare feet  
and the winds long to play  

with your hair.”   
~ Kahlil Gibran, The 

Prophet – Clothes 

 

HappeningsHappenings  

AugustAugust  
Dog Days? Really?Dog Days? Really?  
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August 7th ~ Earth Force: Report for Duty!August 7th ~ Earth Force: Report for Duty!  
 

Attention all planetary citizens! Earth Force needs 
you now. Report for duty to nurture and protect 
planet Earth. Join like-minded individuals in 
support of a worthy and noble cause. Experience 
the everyday wonder of nature right where you are. 
   

August 14August 14thth
  ~ The Water of Life~ The Water of Life  

“Water, water everywhere…” About 71 percent of 
our planet’s surface is water covered. Yet only a 
very small percent is usable for drinking and 
agriculture. Can we repair what we are doing to our 
planet and the water all life relies upon to live?  
 

August 21August 21stst
    ~ The Furry, the Fuzzy, ~ The Furry, the Fuzzy,   

the Slimy, the Scaly & Everyone Else the Slimy, the Scaly & Everyone Else   
Before 2020 you probably never heard of the 
Pangolin. Though the animal intermediary 
responsible for the pandemic remains unidentified, 
this rare, gentle creature continues to be hunted 
after its bad COVID-related press. Our planet is 
filled with many plants, animals and insects we 
misuse, abuse or fear because of the stories we’ve 
believed. Let us not forget all life is sacred. 
  

August 28August 28th  th  
~~    The One BodyThe One Body  

 

What makes humans behave the way we do? Is it 
our genes that decide if we will become a doctor, 
lawyer or movie star? Are we predestined to a 
particular life, as some believe, or do we determine 
our destiny?  

Core CouncilCore Council  
 

    Rev. David Robinson, Spiritual Leader 
Buffie Finkel, President 

Laura Farris, Vice President  
Jean Hill-Miller, Treasurer  
Beth Thompson, Secretary 

Lorrie Chase, Member at Large  
Scott Kissel, Member at Large  

 
 

Message Phone: (360) 255-7878 
Mailing address:  

3701 Pacific Avenue SE, PMB 327 
Olympia, WA  98501 

Check us out on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/csloly 

  

Sunday Talk Titles Sunday Talk Titles   
  

  

Read a Good Read a Good 

Book in AugustBook in August  Living Everyday Wonder: Living Everyday Wonder:   

NatureNature  

 Brent Pendleton, Brent Pendleton,   

Amy Shephard Amy Shephard   

& Shani Banai, & Shani Banai,   

our beloved our beloved   

Music & Sound TeamMusic & Sound Team  

NN 
ature is full of 
surprises: deciduous 
trees affect the 

rotation of the Earth, cranes 
sabotage the production of 
Iberian ham, and coniferous 
forests can make it rain. But 
what are the processes that 
drive these incredible 
phenomena? And why do 
they matter?  
 Master storyteller Peter 

Wohlleben takes readers on a thought-provoking 
exploration of the vast natural systems that 
make life on Earth possible.  
 In this tour of an almost unfathomable world, 
the author describes the fascinating interplay 
between animals and plants and answers such 
questions as: How do they influence each other? 
Do life forms communicate across species 
boundaries? And what happens when this finely 
tuned system gets out of sync? One of the world’s 
most famous foresters shows us how to recapture 
our sense of awe so we can see the world around 
us with completely new eyes.  
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Call the message phone: (360) 255Call the message phone: (360) 255--7878, ext. 4 to listen 7878, ext. 4 to listen   

to a prayer recorded each week by a Practitioner. to a prayer recorded each week by a Practitioner.   

 

Teresa Bielenberg 
Linda Villegas Bremer 

 

Tim Robinson  
Sylvia Schroeder 

Prayer Support PractitionersPrayer Support Practitioners  

Sandy Dell 
Susan Einhorn 
Buffie Finkel 

Finding HappinessFinding Happiness  

TT 
here was once a group of 100 people attending a 

seminar on personal development. In the middle of 

their talk, the speaker stops and decides to run an 

impromptu group activity. He hands out a balloon to each 

attendee and tells them to write their name on it. The 

balloons are collected and placed in an adjacent room. 

 The speaker then instructs the attendees to enter that 

room and, within five short minutes, find the balloon with 

their name on it. 

 Pandemonium breaks loose as they charge in, pushing 

and colliding with each other as they desperately search 

for their name. The five minutes pass and nobody 

succeeds. 

 The speaker then tells each person to pick up any 

random balloon and give it the person whose name is 

written on it. Within a few minutes everyone has their 

balloon back. 

 He then said, “What just happened with those balloons 

is exactly what happens in our search for happiness. We 

frantically look for it all around us, not knowing where it 

is.” 

“Yet our happiness lies in the happiness of others. By giving 

them their happiness, you get yours.” The new chairs have arrived!  
 Notice the cheerful teal color. 
All we need now is a completed 
sanctuary and Sunday services can 
begin. Only a few more weeks and 
we can unload the POD, set it all up 
and CSL will be holding in-person 
services once again. We look 
forward to sitting in one of our new 
chairs soon.  

 

Moral of the story:Moral of the story:  

Happiness and fulfillment rarely come from Happiness and fulfillment rarely come from 

selfish pursuits, but almost always comeselfish pursuits, but almost always come  

when doing good deeds for others. when doing good deeds for others.   

By helping others we help ourselvesBy helping others we help ourselves. 
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Youth & Family ProgramYouth & Family Program  
  

Living Everyday Wonder: NatureLiving Everyday Wonder: Nature  

August 7August 7thth
  --    Earth Force, Earth Force,   

                                                  Report for Duty! Report for Duty!   
  

Exploring the wonder of nature as part of our 
daily lives brings to focus the gifts we 
consistently receive from our planet. Youth 
brainstorm ways to create a healthy, vibrant 
body and planet starting from the inside. On a 
nature-walk, we reconnect with nature and 
do some clean-up.  
  

August 14August 14thth
  --    The Water of LifeThe Water of Life  

  

We dive into learning how vital water is as a 
resource for the planet and all of nature. 
When we spiritually connect our practices 
holistically, we accept our responsibility to 
help sustain this life-resource for all.  
    Youth learn about Dr. Emoto’s work and 
make changes in their daily routine to 
conserve and bless the water they use.  
 

 

The idea of experiencing the everyday wonder The idea of experiencing the everyday wonder   

of nature right where we are, will lead the of nature right where we are, will lead the   

youth to explore life in the great outdoors.youth to explore life in the great outdoors.  

August 21August 21stst
  --  The Furry, Fuzzy, Slimy, The Furry, Fuzzy, Slimy, 

Scaly, and Everyone ElseScaly, and Everyone Else  
  

Today we take time to notice the animals living in 
our area and consider the function of their 
societies and how we are living in harmony with 
them.  
    Youth use education as a foundation to inspire 
action to organize a wildlife day of service to help 
animals and have a lasting impact on the planet.  
 

August 28August 28thth
  --    Naturally DivineNaturally Divine  

  

Exploring and honoring the gift of the human 
experience is an act of self-love and 
acknowledgement that we are naturally divine. 
When we take a deeper look at the nature of 
humankind, we can decide how our individual ways 
of thinking, feeling, and acting is serving us and 
the planet.  
    Youth experiment with a daily reading of What 
We Believe by Ernest Holmes to discover that their 
potential is determined by what they believe 
about themselves.  

 

Youth  

learn  

about  

their 

chakras on 

a sunny 

 day in  

July. 



  

  

8/1 – Sherry Reisner 

8/5 – James Lorenz 

8/7 – Lorrie Chase 

Core Council ReportCore Council Report   Have you felt called to serve? Have you had 

an interest in what the Council does but been 

reluctant to explore the opportunity because 

you feel unqualified? If you feel called to serve, 

reach out to me, or any other Council member. 

We would all welcome answering your 

questions. Elections are held in March of each 

year. There are typically three vacancies.  

 Start asking questions if you feel called. 

Perhaps serving on the Core Council is the next 

step in your spiritual journey. 

~ Scott Kissel 

HH 
ello! My name is Scott Kissel and I am in 

my second term serving as a member of 

the CSL Olympia Core Council. The 

council has a total of seven seats. Six of them 

are members in good standing who are elected 

by our community. The seventh member is the 

senior minister. There are four formal positions 

on the Council:  President, Vice-President, 

Secretary, and  Treasurer/Chief Financial 

Officer. The remaining two seats are designated 

as At Large Council members. 

 I was reluctant when I was first approached 

about being on the Council. I did not have any 

similar experience so I felt unqualified. I was also 

unsure what a Council member did, so I didn’t 

know what I was signing up for. At the time, our 

community was going through a lot of transition. 

I decided to run because I believed in what our 

community has to offer and I wanted to do 

something to serve others and support our 

church’s success.   

 After spending time in prayer I decided to 

make the commitment to run. I learned on-the- 

job and had the opportunity to help choose our 

minister, learn more about working 

collaboratively in a group setting, and have 

influence on organizing, planning and manifesting 

our community’s purpose and vision.  

 Being on the CSL Core Council is a wonderful 

opportunity for personal growth, for being of 

service to others, and for putting into practice 

the principles we learn about in CSL sponsored 

classes and Sunday Service talks.   
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8/13 – Larry Gilliam 

8/24 – Greg Laura 

MovingMoving--in Partiesin Parties  

BB 
eginning on August 6th, we will hold 

moving-in parties from 10 a.m. to 1 

p.m. each Saturday until we’re 

complete, with the exception of August 20th. 

We will unload the storage pod and the shed 

which currently houses the new chairs and start 

creating our space. We’ll remember wonderful 

things, look at others and say, “Why did we 

keep THIS?” and release them. All of the 

needed items we be unpacked into our new 

home. We’ll pause for pizza at 1 p.m. each 

day. 

 Our intention is an easy and gentle move in 

process. Some of us have experienced other 

kinds of moving in and this is not going to be 

like that. 

 No RSVP necessary, just show up each 

Saturday. Please check the weekly e-news for 

any updates or changes to this schedule. 
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ASAS 
 I think about nature, I find the 
abundance of life everywhere I 
look. Awhile ago I was walking 

through a nature trail in awe of the wonder of 
the majestic trees. 
 Some had their arms spread wide open—  
  relishing the sun. 
 Some were lying on the ground—nurturing    
    new saplings. 
 Some had been broken in two—honoring their 
    rooted sacred space. 
I was filled with a sense of wonder and deep love 
for the offerings of the Universe. 
 Driving to visit a friend, I couldn’t help but be 
spellbound by the marvels unfolding before me. 
 An expansive, glorious sky… 
 Puffy white clouds embracing the landscape… 
 Emerald vegetation painting divinity… 
I was filled with love and reverence for Spirit 
expressing as all things, seen and unseen. 
 My soul delights in these marvels. All of 
nature flourishes with the fruits of the Universe. 
I look up and around and I see more magic. 
Prosperity in manifestation. 
 In these moments of connecting with the 
majesty of nature, I realize that just like the 
moon and the stars, each of us is a splendid 
divine creation. 
 Over and over again I am reminded of   
     more of life’s miracles. 
 The birds singing. The ants scurrying. 
 The bees sipping. The squirrels hurrying. 
   The worms slinking.  
  The butterflies flurrying. 
 Each of us is a sibling of all of life’s creations. 
Each of us is a shimmering rainbow of creativity 
honoring life in all of its expressions. Each of us 
is manifesting abundance in thought and in deed. 
I am reminded that the Law manifesting galaxies 
and stars is always at work. 
 What I appreciate about Science of Mind 
principles is that they serve as a cognitive 
reminder of the Law behind all that is.  

 In Holmes’ book Love and Law I ran 
across this language regarding nature. 
 

“When nature is let alone, the rose does 
not run out of color, the bird does not 
run out of song, the water never ceases 
to fall or the tide to ebb and flow. There 
is plenty of scent in the flower, there is 
plenty of water in the ocean; plenty of 
sand on the shore, plenty. 
The plant is mechanical, the ocean is 
mechanical, the planet and the stars are 
mechanical, and the animals, while not 
limited to a certain spot, are more or less 
mechanical. Life flows through them with 
that impulse of plenty which it inherently 
has, and we sit and stare because at the 
threshold of human consciousness, God 
has to stand and wait for recognition.” 

 

 When do I say Yes? When do I say No? 
Divine Law is always at work. Divine Mind is 
the origin of the prosperity in my life’s 
garden. Infinite Presence is the source of my 
wealth and well-being. I am one with that 
wellspring of all that is. I am whirling across 
the vastness of the cosmos, imbued with the 
abundance of the universe. I am one with 
nature, one with all that is. One of my 
favorite affirmations is: “I allow. I accept. I 
receive.” 
 Though there may be a drought, the  
  trees are not resentful. 
 Though the snow blankets the bloom,  
  the rose will sleep and awaken  
  peacefully in the spring. 
All around me—for situations I judge as 
harsh—nature says, “All is in divine order.”  
Spirit renews. 
 I love nature! It speaks to me everywhere 
I turn, reminding me of my expression as 
divine power. So it is. 

~   Linda Villegas Bremer, RScP 

We Are in Nature ~ We are NatureWe Are in Nature ~ We are Nature  
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II 
 think it’s pretty fair to say we’re all seekers 
here at CSL. It’s the very core of what drives 
us to know more, understand more, be 

more. With every article I write about another 
CSL member, this truth illuminates the way.  
 Today we’re talking about our very own 
Karyn Lindberg. Karyn was the person who 
answered my call to write for this newsletter 
even though she’d never heard of me, never 
met me, and had no idea who I was except 
through a Zoom chat. Still, without hesitation, 
she welcomed me into the fold with open arms…
and here I am. All said, it probably comes as no 
surprise that Karyn, a life-long seeker 
extraordinaire, has one of the most open set of 
arms into which I’ve ever been enfolded.  
 Karyn tells me she has led a blessed life. “I 
don’t fit in any box; I have more than one box. I 
pray all the time. I live my life centered around 
being grateful because I have so much to be 
grateful for. Doing that every day, all day, is the 
way I pray.” 
 Raised in a Lutheran parochial school, Karyn 
began questioning the teachings early on. “I 
managed to find the occasional progressive 
Christian church in my adult years, but it was 
mostly a futile search. Then I heard about a 
Science of Mind church in San Diego. That was a 
very important shift in my life.” In fact, the 
first time Karyn felt at all comfortable with any 
kind of philosophical-religious-spiritual 
foundation of belief was in that community. 
 Karyn’s seeking has continued, with multiple 
stops that have led her farther and farther along 
a path of committed conscious practice. “I’ve 
been on such a long search, almost 40 years 
now, and continue to explore and learn.”  
 One of these stops was in Italy in 2012 where 
she attended an Association for Global New 

Thought conference and met Fred Plumer, 
the founder of Progressive Christianity, and 
began contributing to their weekly 
newsletter. That experience soon led to 
editing The Birth of Jesus, a book by the 
late Bishop John Shelby Spong. “A supreme 
honor,” she said.  
 Karyn met Eric, her husband, in 1986 
when she made the conscious decision to 
manifest a peaceful relationship. It’s easy 
to see and feel the way their relationship 
continues to reflect that desire and its 
positive effect on the greater community.  
 Early in her career, Karyn held a job at  
Psychology Today Book Club. She was in 
charge of the every-26-day production of a 
32-page newsletter booklet. This is where 
she honed her skills in writing copy, 
editing, design and layout. Doing our CSL 
newsletter seems a natural follow-up, one 
from which we all benefit stupendously 
given her talent, conviction, and heartfelt 
dedication. “I truly love doing something 
for a community I care so deeply about, 
one that attracts extraordinary people who 
are intelligent, funny, enthusiastic, 
interesting…a community of profound 
love,” she told me.  
 While Karyn agrees she looks forward to 
meeting at our new church soon, we both 
admitted that giving up our pajamas, 
sweatshirts, and coffee on Sunday mornings 
will take some effort. Still, “Community is 
everything,” she told me without 
hesitation. “It’s central to my life.” 
 In Karyn’s own words: “Dear CSL: I am 
so grateful for everyone here. Thank you 
for wrapping me in your love. I was there 
on the first day almost 20 years ago when 
you opened your doors. CSL has been my 
spiritual home ever since.”  
 Thank you, Karyn, for everything you 
do. For your open arms that invite so many 
to share our special spiritual home. 

  

Behind the Behind the 

Scenes with Scenes with 

Karyn LindbergKaryn Lindberg  



Brent Pendleton, 

Music DirectorMusic Director  
 

Shani Banai, 

Zoom SupportZoom Support  
 

Adrienne Cherry, 

Youth DirectorYouth Director  
 

Marlisa Johnson, 

BookkeeperBookkeeper  
 

Tiffany Merkel, 

Administration Administration   
 

Sandy Dell, 

WebsiteWebsite  
 

Karyn Lindberg, 

Newsletter EditorNewsletter Editor  
 

Message Phone  
(360) 255-7878 

 

Website: 

www.cslolympia.orgwww.cslolympia.org 
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The Women’s Circle’The Women’s Circle’  

is on hiatus for the summer.is on hiatus for the summer.  

For more information or to be For more information or to be   

added to the email list please added to the email list please   

contact Carol Kautzmann: contact Carol Kautzmann:   

ckremedy4u@gmail.com ckremedy4u@gmail.com   

  

The CSL Men's Group meets The CSL Men's Group meets   

Friday mornings at 10 a.m. Friday mornings at 10 a.m.   

on Zoom . For more info contact on Zoom . For more info contact   

Denny Kautzmann at: Denny Kautzmann at:   

CSLDenny@gmail.comCSLDenny@gmail.com  

Sunday, August  21Sunday, August  21stst    

Facilitated byFacilitated by  Angelina O’ConnorAngelina O’Connor  

Zoom: ID# 789 699 326 Zoom: ID# 789 699 326   

  

“One day you discover you are alive. 
Explosion! Concussion! Illumination! Delight! 

You laugh, you dance around, you shout. 
But, not long after, the sun goes out. Snow falls,  

but no one sees it, on an August noon.” 
― Ray Bradbury, Dandelion Wine   
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