Center for Spiritual Living
Council Meeting Minutes
Monday, November 8th, 2021 – 6:30 – 8:30
Zoom ID 647-238-9585

Our Mission is to be an open, expanding, and welcoming community that learns,
shares, and lives spiritual principles.
Our Purpose is to reveal our wholeness and connection with all that is.
Our Vision is to live as Love in a world of Love.
Present:

Rev. David Robinson, Barb Yanagimachi, Buffie Finkel, RScP, Luke Sutton, Christi
Johnson
Absent:
None
Practitioner: Sandy Dell
Scribe:
Tiffany Merkel
The meeting, held virtually on Zoom, was called to order by Buffie Finkel at 6:30 p.m.
An opening prayer was given by Sandy Dell.

Mission Moment
Buffie read an excerpt from Creating the Beloved Community by Jim Lockard, in the chapter on
“Safe Space. “
A roundtable check-in followed, answering the question, “How have I been applying and living our
Mission, Purpose & Vision Statement?”

Consent Agenda
Approval of Minutes
Rev. David made the motion to approve the minutes from October 18th, as amended in Version 3. Luke
seconded the motion, and the motion was passed by the Council.

Resource Report (People & Money)
Update on Libby Road

Buffie

Buffie met with the builders. They are still waiting on permits. The builders have done projects
not impacted by the permits and are now working on other jobs. The builders will return to the
CSL project when permits are available.
Report on banner, signage
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Barb reported that the banner will be available this week or next. Denny has volunteered to
assist in putting the banner up at the Libby Rd address.
Buffie reported that she reviewed the county signage ordinance and has left a message for the
county office but has not heard back from them. Barb commented that Linda at Crown Signs
does offer a service to facilitate county permitting.
Evaluations update

Barb

Barb reminded council members to turn in their evaluations of staff members and contractors.
The Zoom Staff Evaluation meetings are scheduled for Sunday, Nov. 14th, and Sunday, Nov.
28th, at 1:00pm, 2:00 pm, and 3:00 pm each day.
Barb will speak with Adrienne about evaluation for James and speak to Brent for evaluation of
Amy. Next year James and Amy may be included in the annual process.
ACTION ITEM – Tiffany will assist Barb to make Evaluation forms as fillable forms for next year.
Council Members discussed Rev. David’s evaluation and will meet once without him, and then
schedule a meeting with Rev. David. A letter of call will be written by the end of the year.
ACTION ITEM – Buffie will send a google poll to schedule these two meetings.

Mobilizing Our Mission
Donor Thank-You Protocol

Buffie

There have been several substantial donations of money and goods that should receive formal thank
you letters from the Council.
Monetary donations are confidential and only the Treasurer, Bookkeeper and Rev. David know those
sources.
Discussion of if “Thank You” gifts are appropriate and ideas for such gifts, an example is the 2022 CSL
Spiritual Journals.
ACTION ITEM – Marlisa will write thank you letters for Monetary donations to be signed by Rev. David.
ACTION ITEM –Rev. David and Buffie will craft a thank you for donated items and both sign it or Buffie
can sign by herself on behalf of the Council.
Donations of goods:
The Mulhall’s have donated a big round table and porch furniture.
Karla Oman donated twelve wooden folding chairs.
Alex Perlman donated an audio/video cord and sound board.
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Scott Kissel and Megan Wilkerson donated a 60” flat screen TV.
Zoom Presence

Sandy

Sandy offered to become the Zoom Administrator when in-person services resume. Denny is
currently performing this function online and may want to participate in person.
Discussion groups were suggested to continue after in-person services resume.
Shani has been researching Zoom and Live Stream options moving forward.
Discussion on how to make the online service more visually interesting with multiple camera
set-ups.

Decisions to be Made
Nov. 21st Community Meeting Details

Luke et al

Discussion about the structure and format of the November Community Meeting.
There will be ground rules established and a circle structure with a talking order. An onscreen timer
will be used during individual talking times.
ACTION ITEM – Rev. David and Tiffany will have reminders for the Community meeting in the next two
weeks’ ENews and Sunday announcements.
ACTION ITEM – Buffie will give an invitation to the Community meeting during the Sunday Service, Nov
14th and/or 21st.
David’s Sabbatical in the Spring

Rev. David

Rev. David will take his first sabbatical of his ministerial career. The Sabbatical will begin after the
annual meeting March 20, and conclude on Easter, April 17th. Tiffany offered to set-up the 40-day Lent
emails prior to Rev. David’s departure, if he wanted to send these emails this coming year.
Rev. David is also taking off Dec 2nd-6th, and the Dec. 26th through Jan. 2nd.
ACTION ITEM – Barb will put the Sabbatical in the Letter of Call 2022.
ACTION ITEM – Rev. David will create an informational document of his weekly duties so the Council
can fill in the gaps during his absence.
ACTION ITEM – Buffie will put these dates on the shared calendar.
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CSL Seattle Sponsorship

Rev. David

CSL Seattle is celebrating their 100th anniversary with a Gala on Dec. 4th. There is an opportunity to
place an ad in their brochure. A quarter page ad was approved (3.25”x 4.75”).
Barb made the motion to do a quarter page ad for $150 in the CSL Seattle brochure. Christi seconded
and the Council carried the motion.
ACTION ITEM –Rev. David will draft an ad for the CSL Seattle brochure.
Tiffany offered to help Rev. David with the ad.

Council Learning Opportunity
None for this meeting.

Calendar review
11/13- Mystic retreat
11/20- Women’s Circle
11/21 Community Meeting
11/21 World Peace Meditation, 6pm

Parking Lot
Bylaws
Connecting Pledgers event
Legacy Circle
Policy & Procedure changes/updates
Next meeting – Nov. 22nd, 2021, on Zoom
Closing prayer was given by Sandy Dell.
The meeting was adjourned by Buffie at 8:30pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Tiffany Merkel -scribe
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