Center for Spiritual Living
Council Meeting Minutes
Monday, October 4th, 2021 – 6:30 – 8:30
Zoom ID 647-238-9585
Our Mission is to be an open, expanding, and welcoming community that learns, shares, and lives
spiritual principles.
Our Purpose is to reveal our wholeness and connection with all that is.
Our Vision is to live as Love in a world of Love.
Present:

Rev. David Robinson, Barb Yanagimachi, Buffie Finkel, RScP, Luke Sutton, Christi
Johnson
Absent:
None
Practitioner: None
Scribe:
Tiffany Merkel
The meeting, held virtually on Zoom, was called to order by Buffie Finkel at 6:30 p.m.
An opening prayer was given by Rev. David.

Mission Moment
Luke read from Emerson’s Essays – Essay #5 on Love.
A roundtable check-in followed, answering the question, “How have I been applying and living our
Mission, Purpose & Vision Statement?”

Consent Agenda
Approval of Minutes
Luke made the motion to approve the minutes from September 20 th as amended. Rev. David
seconded the motion, and the motion was passed by the Council members present. Christi was
not present last meeting and abstained.

Resource Report (People & Money)
Update on Libby Road

Buffie

Denny met with the builder, and they are still waiting on permits. The remodel will begin as soon
as the permits are in hand.
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The Finkels and Kautzmanns worked at the building putting the items into the storage pod. Items
that did not fit in the pod were placed in the center of the room and it was confirmed that this
would not be an imposition for the builders. Most of the items are cabinets and shelving and they
will be covered with a tarp. The ceiling will be painted and sealed, and the windows will be
worked on in that room. The carpet will be cleaned and not replaced.
The owners are working with a tree trimming company and the trees along the power lines will
be trimmed. There is a separate bid for trimming up the trees at the end of the driveway to
remove lower growing branches. There is a root that is heaving up the parking lot and heading
toward the building. The pavement will be removed, and gravel put in. the tree root will be cut
off so that no damage to the building occurs.
The color choice for the building is a teal blue with white trim, and the door will be wood. Some
decorative planters were also purchased.
Question raised about the parking lot. Buffie reported that the parking lot has been discussed
with the builder, but it has not been decided how large of parking area is needed. Drain fields for
the septic are in the front of the building on the sides so that should not impact the parking area.
Discussion of the type of land and that several agencies are involved in permitting. The lot will be
gravel, a semipervious medium.
Banner Update

Barb

Barb contacted two sign companies and could not get signage quotes due to the people that do
quotes were not at either company that day. After she has quotes from the sign companies, she
will go to Office Depot for comparison pricing.
ACTION ITEM – Barb will get quotes and the Council can decide by email before the next
meeting.

Mobilizing Our Mission
Planning our November Community Meeting

Buffie

Planning for the meeting needs to be done so that the community can start working on committees. The
Community needs to start thinking of the care and attention the new building will need in all of its
aspects. Council will provide guidance and structure to the conversation with the Community.
Discussion that Council will come up a list of committees that will be needed and others will be formed
based on Community input.
ACTION ITEM – Rev. David and Tiffany will put out an email a week or two prior to the meeting with this
information so that the Community is prepared to talk about it.
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ACTION ITEM – Buffie has a general list of committees and will send it by email to the Council. The
Council can discuss this by email so that a list is created for the Community to have a week prior to the
Community meeting.
ACTION ITEM –Buffie will include information in the November Newsletter as a New Home Guide.

New Home Fund

Rev David

Conversation on furnishing the building. Lists of furnishings need to be made and priced out. Rev.
David, Shani, and Brent met with Denny, and they went through the building to determine the
needs for audio in the space. A list is being composed and costs will be determined. A proposal
will be made to the Heflin Foundation for funding in part or whole. Alex Perlman has offered to
donate a one-hundred-foot snake, a 20-channel cord and mixing board. Shani has been working
on reports for what can be done in the space and the needs for sound panels for sound
absorption.
Discussion of work on determining needs and pricing out furnishings. Rev David will continue this
work, there has not been a lot of interest from the community in this part of the process. Rev.
David reported that the new Home Fund is not being funded very well. We may not have chairs
to sit on other than the pink chairs left in the building. Buffie offered that the committees may
help reengage people.
Discussion on Community Engagement. People have not met in-person and are feeling less
connection. Zoom services are not a replacement for the fellowship that was felt. Fewer people
are volunteering to do the work for the community. Attendance at events and classes is down. A
question raised about if other CSL groups or Unity are having similar issues. Rev. David reported
that when Seattle CSL re-opened for in-person services they had about forty people attend when
pre-Covid numbers for attendance were around six hundred. Many people are comfortable
sitting at home and using Zoom. Not everyone wants to be in-person yet.
Discussion on creating more fellowship. Luke suggested testimonials supporting attendance at
the After Service Connection. These have been an effective way to connect with others.
World Peace Meditation update

Barb

Barb shared that the World Peace Meditation will be the third Sunday evening of the Month. Rev. David
will be the first facilitator. There will be different facilitators each month. Invites will go out to the
regional CSLs, and this will also be on the Heart of Peace for CSL International. After a couple of months,
we will look at how to get out into the community, which might be more secular. The Oct, Dec-Feb
facilitators are already lined up.
ACTION ITEM – Barb will connect with Rev. David to get invites out to the regional CSLs for the World
Peace Meditation.
ACTION ITEM – Rev. David and Tiffany will change the Sunday Announcements and Enews for the
week to include the World Peace Meditation
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Decisions to be Made
Pledge Event Debrief

Rev. David

Overall, the event went well and was a heart-felt time. Next year the planning will be calendared for
August, with the initial conversations started in June. Some people did not have their mailings prior to
the event. There was lower attendance even though announcements and eNews had the notices for day
and time.
An idea was shared about having a hidden tidbit in the eNews as a fun thing for readers to find.
Discussion of including testimonials in Sunday service for serving on Council and attending the After
Service Connection. We could give more information more often about Council and finances.
October testimonials are traditionally “How I’ve been blessed by CSL.”
ACTION ITEM – Luke will do a testimonial on Sunday, Oct. 10th.
Suggestion for having a topic of the day that is a more personal, like the recent Women’s Circle
discussion on our individual experiences of Covid. We can have breakout groups in the After Service
Connection for people to talk about the topic of the service or people can connect on other selfdetermined topics.
Brent created an intro for the Podcast. This was viewed by the council.
Welcome Home Event Questions for Council

Buffie

Buffie has a practicum as part of her ministerial studies. She is doing a Welcome Home Event for our CSL
when we return to in-person services. A soft opening will happen as we open in the new building around
Christmas time and require RSVP to allow for physical distancing. Then a grand opening would be
happening the Spring when we could have both inside and outside events. Invitations would be sent to
other ministers, and the neighbors to the property. A garden dedication could be done.
Christi Resigning as Treasurer

All

Christi needs to reduce the number of meetings she is attending. She is in practitioner training and works
full-time. The treasurer does not need to be part of the council. Marlisa could be the treasurer as no one
wants to step not the position. Barb would be willing to be the third member working on the coming
year’s budget but does not want to be the treasurer. Barb will attend the Finance committee meetings
once a month but will not attend the investment committee meetings.
Staff Evaluations
Staff evaluations are due this next month and fall under the Vice-President’s duties. It was suggested
that Barb contact Teri to help with doing the Staff evaluations as she created process and revised forms
last year. Laura may also be able to help.
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ACTION ITEM - Barb will contact Teri to help with doing the Staff evaluations.

Council Learning Opportunity
Convening as a Practice

Buffie

Buffie shared Convening as a Practice by Craig and Patricia Neal, from the Center for Purposeful
Leadership. Buffie discussed components of the graphic she shared and used the coming
November Community Meeting on committees as an example.

Calendar review
10/13 Prosperity Plus 2 class
10/16 Monthly Mystic retreat
10/15-16 Annual Practitioner’s Gathering on Zoom
10/16 Women’s Circle
10/17 World Peace Meditation

Parking Lot
Bylaws
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Connecting Pledgers event
Legacy Circle
Policy & Procedure changes/updates

Next meeting – Oct 18th, 2021, on Zoom
Closing prayer was given by Rev David.
The meeting was adjourned by Buffie at 8:30pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Tiffany Merkel -scribe
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