Happenings
Breathe in the View

R

ecently, the HOA where I live decided to remove
a number of trees whose roots were lifting up the
sidewalks. I wasn’t happy with the decision. This
street had a lovely canopy of leaves and
branches, cool in summer and spectacularly colorful in
fall. But, as I drove along the street, I also noticed that
there were open vistas I hadn’t been able to see before.
Rising higher is like this—we have to release certain
things to see higher and farther. And sometimes we have
emotional attachment to those things. If we want to lose
weight, we have to release some old, and perhaps
emotionally satisfying, ways of living and eating. If we
want something new, we must release the old that no
longer serves us, even if it’s so familiar and
comfortable.
As we rise spiritually, we see more—more love, more
light, more life. And it’s not just an external view. As we
Breathe in the View, it becomes us, and we become it.
The spiritual path, which we all walk consciously or
unconsciously, is not a spectator sport. It is a shift in our
life energy, how we are with ourselves and with others.
As we become more fully engaged, more participatory,
we learn to trust the path.
We can hear the breeze rustling, telling us what to
release. And we know that release frees us to a new
spring, a new forward and upward view. Say yes! The
view becomes ever more wonderful.
~ Rev. David

Sunday Mornings
Zoom: 789 699 326
Meditation: 10:45 a.m.
Service: 11 a.m.

Senior Minister
Rev. David Robinson

Please join Interfaith Works for
this autumnal, community
gathering as we welcome
contributions from the
membership of our coalition
and from the Squaxin Island
Tribe with reflections on
gratitude and healing through
story, prayer and song.

Sunday, November 21st,
at 2 p.m.

Virtual Event Live Streamed
on Facebook

Sunday Talk Titles
November 7th ~ The View from Here
Get the view from the top. It’s the most
expansive and accurate.
November 14th ~ Seeing Beauty, Feeling Grace
Beauty is the expression of the Divine and it is
grace that lets us experience beauty.
November 21st ~ Celebrating the Triumphant
Journey
All journeys have a completion. Take the time to
celebrate.
A Community Meeting will be held after this
service from 12:45 to 2 p.m. Please plan to stay
tuned for important updates and discussions.
November 28th ~ Gratitude Beyond Gifts
Gratitude is an expression of the love that is
constantly flowing.

Brent Pendleton, Amy Shephard
& Shani Banai, our beloved
Music & Sound Team

Core Council
Rev. David Robinson, Spiritual Leader
Buffie Finkel, President
Barbara Yanagimachi, Vice President
Luke Sutton, Secretary
Marlisa Johnson, Treasurer
Christi Johnson, Member at Large
Message Phone: (360) 255-7878
Mailing address:
3701 Pacific Avenue SE, PMB 327
Olympia, WA 98501
Check us out on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/csloly
Website: https://cslolympia.org

November Books

O

Timeless Wisdom

riginally published in
1929 as The Bible in
Light of Religious
Science, this exegesis on
the hidden lessons of
some of Scripture's bestknown verses has been
largely unavailable-and
even unknown-since the
1940s. Indeed, this
edition comes as a brand
new work to the many
readers of Ernest
Holmes. It is fully reset and redesigned, published
for the first time with an index, and includes a new
preface to frame the book for the contemporary
reader.

Evolutionary Vision

F

or many of us, success can
feel unattainable, as
though others were given
a secret that the rest of us are
missing. But author May
McCarthy says that success is
a system, not a secret.
In The Gratitude Formula,
McCarthy offers a definable,
practical system that you can
put to use every day to
achieve success in your
relationships, career, finances, health, personal
pursuits, spiritual growth, and virtually any other
aspect of your life.

“Never limit your view of
life by any past experience.
The possibility of life is
inherent within the capacity
to imagine what life is,
backed by the power to
produce this imagery, or
divine Imagination.”
~ Ernest Holmes, SOM 187.1

First There Was Destruction!

This was the Fellowship Hall for
the big garage sale on July 10th.

This is in the sanctuary.
Former classrooms along the
north wall—the one facing the
parking lot—will eventually
become open space. This means
there will be more room for us
to spread out and grow.

Then out came the sledge hammers!
It won’t be long and there will be
classrooms as well as a place to gather.

And what pray tell is this?
Discovered under the floor in
what was the front of the
sanctuary for one of the
previous owners. It’s a pool for
full immersion baptisms.
Anyone in favor of leaving it
as a hot tub for cold winter
mornings? Didn’t think so.
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Youth & Family Program
November’s lessons invite
us to appreciate our view
from a higher plane.
November 7th ~ The View from Here
As we learn to turn away from the appearances of
any situation and lift our consciousness out of the
material scene, we see every situation from a
place of spiritual truth and with the heart of
gratitude.
Youth practice seeing different scenarios from a
spiritual perspective and describe what they
would do differently using their spiritual eye.
Youth create dual perspective artwork worthy of
a double-take and watch a movie that zooms
through the scales of the universe.

November 21st ~
Celebrating the Triumphant Journey
Our journey has brought growth, expansion,
evolution and new understanding. Gratitude
is powerful, and cultivates faith in knowing
that “This too, is God; this too is good.”
Youth celebrate with laughter, dance,
peace and joy as they share with us what
they love about their life’s journey. and
take on a seven-day gratitude journaling
project to share the following Sunday.
November 28th ~ Gratitude Beyond Gifts
Gratitude is the practice of the realization
that all good has already been provided and
we experience it to the degree that we
become conscious of it.
Gratitude and giving are creative energies.
When we unconditionally express those
energies, we have access to all abundance.
Youth create a fall leaf banner of
gratitude and share their entries from their
gratitude journal project.
~ Adrienne Cherry, Youth Director

November 14th ~ Seeing Beauty, Feeling Grace
Each one of us is a unique individualized
expression of Spirit in form. We take a pause to
appreciate the beauty, grace and feeling tone of
the presence of Spirit within.
Youth will describe items by touch only and
then describe Spirit/God, seeing themselves in
their image of Spirit/God. Youth take a walk in
nature and share what beauty they noticed.
Youth create “Me as the Universe” pictures.

“Great things happen to those
who don't stop believing, trying,
learning, and being grateful.”
― Roy T. Bennett,
The Light in the Heart
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Core Council Report

hat has your core council been doing
since you last heard from me? Well, a
few things. We terminated our rental
agreement with Nova. Then we OKed a
huge garage sale at Libby Road where a bunch of
stuff was sold to benefit our New Home Fund—
thank you Kathy Gilliam and helpers! Following
this was a community picnic where we wished a
happy 18th birthday to Ocean Laura.
We organized a moving party. Our stuff got
packed up and moved out of Nova and into our
nifty new rented storage POD on Libby Road.
Thanks to all who helped with this. Then we
gratefully handed in our Nova keys.
August was slow but September brought the
Council back together with a focus on our fall
Prosperity Campaign. We are a prosperous
community, there is no question of this. We
continue to demonstrate this prosperity in many
ways. As I write this, we are still gratefully
receiving the yearly pledges from you all. From
this will build our operating budget for next year.
We have in front of us many financial unknowns
as we discover what it really costs to live in our
own home. However, the excitement and
anticipation of being on this adventure together

with you outweighs any trepidation I might
feel. I hope this is true for you too. We are
actively exploring how we are going to be
together in the—hopefully—post-Covid world.
Zoom fatigue is catching up with us all.
Your council knows you miss the old days of
carefree gatherings and we do too. Trust me.
We intend to navigate our way forward
together with you, bringing technology,
wisdom, beauty and compassion into our
design for living and playing together in CSL
Olympia’s Libby Road center. We will be
asking for your participation as we go
forward. Please say YES!
~ Buffie Finkel, Core Council President

L

Breaking News

inda Villegas Bremer has just been
invited to join the CSL home office
Leadership Committee. This is a high
honor and comes out of her work with the
global community, especially in Mexico and
South America. Congratulations Linda.

11/2 Shani Banai
11/7 Ross Echterling
11/10 Marlisa Johnson
11/11 Mary Wilde

Prayer Support

Practitioners
Teresa Bielenberg
Linda Villegas Bremer
Sandy Dell

Susan Einhorn
Buffie Finkel

Alex Perlman
Tim Robinson
Sylvia Schroeder

Call the message phone to listen to a prayer
recorded each week by a Practitioner.
(360) 255-7878, ext. 4
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On Deep Listening in This Time of Covid

n a community based on oneness, the
oneness that comes from each person and
thing being a divine extension of God, how
can we overcome the extreme polarization
on the trending subject of vaccinations?
I recently navigated this with a fellow CSL
member. She is a staunch anti-vaxxer and I am a
solid believer. Our friendship was becoming
taxed by tension over this subject. Yet we were
able to reach common ground and deep respect
for the other's position.
This would not have happened had we not
had a higher purpose and calling—our valued
friendship and our desire for a spiritual
experience. We had developed a daily habit of
reading Ernest Holmes' 365 Science of Mind
aloud to each other. Through this practice, our
lives were enriched with positivity and joy. This
was our spiritual food and our daily delight. We
watched our abundance and happiness grow
each day. Yet, how could it be that we had such
a tense conflict over vaccinations?
Daily, we shared our spiritual beliefs on the
phone. Bit by bit, as we occasionally discussed
vaccination, we lightened up and heard the
other's position. This did not happen overnight.
Sometimes we had to remind the other to dial
back the intensity of tone so we could hear
clearly without feeling threatened. We got so
we wanted to hear what the other believed and
could not do this in a place of fear.
We had a higher purpose that made oneness
important to us: our rich and treasured spiritual
experience. It was worth the struggle to find
oneness, just as if we were fighting for a
marriage, rather than fighting for a particular
point of view. I believe each person in our
community has a rich and treasured spiritual
experience as well, just by being part of this
CSL Center.
By getting vaccinated, I was clearly doing
what I believed I needed to do to protect my

Page 6

body. By not getting vaccinated, she was
protecting her body. This became our
common ground and the basis for mutual
respect.
We do not meet in person. Due to my past
experiences with health issues, I am extra
wary of Covid. So we talk on the phone, we
talk through my glass storm door, we talk on
Zoom. It's a way to meet both our needs.
Discussions can be reframed so our love
conquers all. “Fear says, if you’re going to be
there, I won’t be there.” Love says, "I respect
your ability to take care of yourself and to be
in integrity with your beliefs.” Now we have
found a way to speak of our personal
decisions and we are gentle with our words.
A few spiritual principles come to
mind. Let's think of how they may relate to
the discussion of vaxxing and how we can join
together with our community with respect,
love and oneness during this time. The
following principles were shared by someone
in a recent class:










God is the life within all human beings.
God is fully present at every point of the
universe at the same time.
The place upon which each person stands
is holy ground, blessed by the Christ spirit
which dwells within each heart.
We can be friends with anyone if we
believe we can.
We can be safe anywhere if we believe we
can.
Principle is not bound by precedent.
Our intentions have all the power of the
universe behind them.
Health and safety are the uninterrupted
flow of love and creativity.
~ Mary Wilde
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Welcome to this New Zoomer with a View

D

ebbie Sumner is a multifaceted
lived in the
individual. As you can see from her
Pacific
photo, she is joined by one of her
Northwest for
passions in life. She looks forward to
16 years. She
going to the meadow each day so both her
will soon be
dog, Cassie, and she can interact with other
heading down
people and other dogs. “I believe in a dog
south to spend
inclusive lifestyle,” Debbie says. “I know I
the holidays
make a difference for others who want the
with her
same.”
parents. Since
Debbie is also passionate about her work
she recently
as a sports and fitness instructor. She enjoys
sold her
Alpine skiing, Nordic walking, Pilates, Yoga
home, Debbie will be making decisions about
and Inline skating.
where to set down roots after her
She takes an active role in
visit. Likely, many of the sports
“Belonging
maintaining her health. She
she enjoys need a particular
to
this
community
immerses herself in the
environment. We’ll hope she
means
connecting
healing of her body from an
resettles in this area.
auto-immune disease and
Robin Lee introduced Debbie
with like-minded
Lyme disease. Debbie is
to the Center for Spiritual Living
people.”
aware of how instrumental
about three years ago. She was
living a vital, joyful
looking for a place that matched
connected life contributes to good health.
her spiritual beliefs and training and realized
Debbie’s outgoing nature and hearty laugh
she had found that place.
expresses that belief.
“Belonging to this community means
This personality gift shows up in Debbie’s
connecting with like-minded people.” That
life as a result of the classes she has taken in
our members are willing to grow and
personal development and communication.
transform their lives and want to do it as one
Landmark Worldwide has been her training
is very important to her. Debbie was able to
ground. She continues to take other programs
attend a prosperity class and realized she
as well, to expand what she has gained. One
wanted to become more active when sessions
benefit from her studies has been her ability
began on Zoom.
to facilitate conversations, even difficult
When asked what more CSL can do for her,
ones. This is an extremely worthwhile
Debbie responded, “The community can serve
leadership quality.
me by being understanding, welcoming and
Debbie’s family members live in
creating a clearer path for new people to
California, Denver and New York City. She has
join.”
~ Linda Sickles
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The CSL Men's coffee group meets every
Friday at 10 a.m. at Bayview Thriftway
For more info contact Denny Kautzmann
at: CSLDenny@gmail.com
Women’s Circle gathers on Zoom on
Saturday, November 20th from 12 to 3 p.m.
All women are welcome. If you want to be added
to the email list or to get the Zoom number, contact
Carol Kautzmann at ckremedy4u@gmail.com.

O

World Peace Meditation

n the third Sunday
of each month, you
are invited to engage
in spiritual practice
with friends. It is a deep,
lovely, sacred time.
Various guest facilitators will bring
contemplations, practices and learnings
to support you in helping create a
more peaceful world for yourself.
Join us on Sunday, evening,
November 21st from 6 to 7 p.m.
Zoom: ID# 789 699 326

STAFF
Brent Pendleton,
Music Director
Shani Banai,
Zoom Support
Adrienne Cherry,
Youth Director
Marlisa Johnson,
Bookkeeper
Tiffany Merkel,
Administrative Assistant
Sandy Dell,
Website
Karyn Lindberg,
Newsletter Editor

Message Phone
(360) 255-7878

Website

www.cslolympia.org
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